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THE  MOVEMENT  IN  THE  SOUTH
BADAJOZ,  AUGUST   14
ENERAL FRANCO, neglecting the minor fronts
^'"scattered here and there m the sierras of Andalusia
and the Estremadura, had been concentrating during these
days on his part of the task that lay before the Nationalist
leaders, namely, assembling his expeditionary force
from Africa and marching up the Guadiana valley to turn
half right at Caceres and then along the Tagus valley
towards Toledo and Madrid, It was the passage of in-
vaders since all time, as the mountains which rise between
Seville and Toledo, on the direct road as the crow flies,
prohibit military activity
Naturally, I, at that time, had only a clouded percep-
tion of what was taking place, but as I had obtained a good
view of the situation in the north it seemed to me that my
next best move would be southwards to see what General
Franco's army was doing. I had found General Mola's
patriot forces with their trained officers and their national
fervour superior to the Reds It seemed to me that in the
long run, given a fair share of luck, good leadership,
and the spirit of confidence which animated the troops
from Navarre, the forces of law and order should defeat
those of revolution coupled with crime It was my duty
to form an opinion as to the ultimate outcome of the war,
which, through the columns of the Daily Mail, should be
made known to the British public. But I felt reluctant
to make any definite statement until I knew what was